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Saltillo  Station. 


Includes  work  in  the  frontier  States  of  Coahuila  and  New  Leon. 


Missionaries  in  charge. — Mr.  & Mrs.  William  Wallace. 

P.  O.  Address.  1898. — P.  O.  Box  86,  Saltillo,  Coah.,  Mexico. 

The  churches  are  found  in  three  districts:  (a)  the  fiat  country  of  Tierra  Caliente 
•with  its  bush,  corn-fields  and  sugar  plantations;  (b)  the  central  table-land  with  its 
broad  acres  of  wheat  and  cotton;  (d)  the  Sierra  Madre  with  its  vineyards  and  orchards 
on  the  lower  foot-hills,  and  its  silver  and  copper  mines  higher  up  the  Range.  Bad 
government  kept  the  State  of  Coahuila  back,  until  1894,  when  the  new  administration 
of  honest,  progressive  Gov.  Cardenas,  has  given  a new  impulse  to  factories,  railroads 
and  public  schools. 

Four  graduates  of  the  new  State  Normal,  two  of  whom  are  Presbyterians,  have 
been  sent  to  Bridgewater,  Mass,  and  supported  by  the  government,  under  the  care 
of  Mr.  Osuna,  a most  talented  Mexican  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church.  These 
five  on  their  return  are  expected  to  make  the  Coahuila  Normal  the  best  of  its  kind. 

Two  aunts  of  Gov.  Cardenas  are  evangelical  Christians,  and  the  Governor,  last 
July  put  the  Saltillo  Theatre  at  the  disposal  cf  the  2nd.  Nat.  Convention  of  Mexico’s 
C.  Endeavorers. 

Among  the  Churches. 

Under  the  Plan  of  [Self  Support  requiring  churches  calling  a pastor  to  contribute 
20%  of  the  salary,  five  of  our  seven  organized  churches  have  extended  calls. 

Six  graduates  of  our  Presb.  Normal  conduct  Day-schools,  at  different  points, 
and  as  S.  S.  teachers,  C.  E.  organizers,  etc.,  make  able  lieutenants  for  our  pastors 
and  evangelists. 

1.  San  Felipe.  Population  4,000,  coal-miners.  Neat  church  built  at  cost  of  $300, 
without  Mission  Aid. 

2.  Monclova.  Population  9,000;  church  pastorless  but  laying  foundations  of 
$ 1,000  church  and  school;  cared  for  by  session  and  bimonthly  visits  of  evangelists; 
helped  by  Eloise  de  la  Pena,  with  her  Day-school  and  Junior  C.  E.  of  30  members. 

3.  Parras.  Population  7,000;  called  and  supported  Mr.  Lasalde  most  of  year. 
His  wife  had  Day-school  for  six  months.  Annual  gifts  increased  from  $ 80  to  $ 142. 

4.  Palos.  Population  4,000;  congregation  organized  as  church  with  three  elders, 
and  called  as  pastor  Mr.  Trevino.  Sebastiana  Delgado  teacher  of  Day-school. 

5.  Saltillo.  Population  20,000;  services  conducted  by  missionaries  and  student 
Refugio  de  la  O.  Fifty  bright  girls  of  our  Boarding-School  are  a part  of  the 
congregation. 

6.  Monterrey.  The  Chicago  of  Mexico;  population  60,000,  with  three  outlying 
points.  Modest,  spiritual,  and  foremost  among  preachers,  Mr.  Euresti  was  called  as 
first  pastor. 

7.  El  Oro.  Copper  mines;  population  2,000;  Mr.  Garza,  a Seminary  graduate, 
supports  himself,  by  assaying,  and  looks  after  the  congregation. 

8.  Allende.  With  Ws  five  outstations,  called  Mr.  Rodriguez.  He  is  a clear  and 
faithful  preacher,  constantly  in  the  saddle,  and  loved  by  his  people.  $ 200  spent  in. 
enlarging  their  chapel. 
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Girls’  Boarding  School,  Saltillo. 


,..  . ...  r Miss  Jennie  Wheeler. 

Misionaries  in  charge.  j Miss  J£dna  Johnson. 

The  school  opened  in  February  and  closed  November  ioth. 

There  were  forty-nine  boarders  during  the  year,  all  in  the  intermediate  and 
normal  departments.  Also  thirty-two  day  pupils,  making  a total  of  eighty-one. 

Three  Mexican  teachers  were  employed:  an  assistant  for  intermediate  classes,  a 
primary  teacher,  and  a music  teacher. 

Written  examinations  were  held  the  first  week  of  July  and  in  November  written 
and  oral  examinations,  in  all  the  classes.  The  girls  showed  good  progress  in  work. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  of  San  Luis  Potosf,  Mrs.  Campbell  of  Zit&cuaro,  Mr.‘;T. 
F.  Wallace,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Wallace,  missionaries,  were  present  at  the  final 
examinations  and  closing  exercises.  Mr.  Williams  and  the  Messrs  Wallace  assisting 
in  the  examination  of  classes.  Mr.  Williams  preached  the  baccalaureate  sermon. 

We  were  pleased  to  have  with  us  the  night  of  the  closing  exercises  Mr.  W.  R. 
Peterson  of  San  Luis  Potosf. 

Closing  examinations  were  also  well  attended  by  resident  people  of  the  city. 

The  graduates  numbered  twelve,  and  received  their  diplomas  Nov.  ioth. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Wallace  presented  them  at  the  close  of  the  entertainment. 

We  now  have  sixteen  graduates  employed  as  teachers,  two  by  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Mission  in  Aguascalientes,  two  by  Congregational  boarding  school  in 
Chihuahua,  one  by  the  Southern  Presbyterian  Mission  in  Laredo,  and  the  rest  by 
our  own  mission. 

The  alumnae  reunion  was  attended  by  four  graduates,  who  gave  reports  of  their 
work.  Several  letters  from  others  were  read. 

Of  the  forty-nine  boarders,  forty-three  are  members  of  our  church. 

The  girls  attended  church  services,  prayer  meeting,  and  Sunday  school  in 
connection  with  the  Saltillo  church,  only  missing  one  church  service  during  the 
year. 

The  Christian  Endeavor  Society  of  the  school  was  held  every  Sunday  afternoon 
in  the  school-room.  All  the  girls  were  members,  either  active  or  associate. 

The  girls  formed  a sewing  society  early  in  the  year,  and  by  their  work  paid  for 
delegates  to  Christian  Endeavor  Convention  $17.00,  music  for  the  Convention  $12.00, 
for  support  of  minister  $ 15  00,  for  special  collections  $ 3.00,  the  balance  $133.00  was 
expended  in  books  for  the  school  library. 

In  July  the  music  class  was  invited  to  take  part,  with  the  State  Normal  School, 
in  a concert  for  benefit  of  one  of  the  professors  of  that  school  whose  health  had 
failed.  This  gave  our  school  a recognition  it  had  never  before  received  from  the 
public. 

We  have  lately  been  asked  to  participate,  with  other  schools,  in  the  celebration 
of  the  Governor’s  inauguration. 

The  school  work  has  been  encouraging,  and  has  made  a steady  advance  in  the 
respect  and  good-will  of  the  people. 

Report  for  1897. 


Jennie  Wheeler. 
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Zitacua.ro. 


Missionaries, — Rev.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Vanderbilt  and  child. 

The  District  of  ZitAcuaro  is  the  most  easterly  of  the  15  districts  or  counties  into 
which  the  State  of  Michoac^n  is  divided.  Its  population  is  about  65,000.  Zifficuaro, 
the  chief  city,  has  about  8,oco  inhabitants.  In  May  of  this  year,  the  railroad  which 
has  been  building  for  several  years,  reached  the  city  and  was  opened  for  traffic, 
thus  bringing  the  place  within  a day’s  journey  of  the  city  cf  Mexico. 

Until  May  1st.  the  field  was  in  charge  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  in  connection 
with  their  work  to  the  south.  At  that  date  a division  of  the  two  fields  was  made  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vanderbilt  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  ZitAcuaro  District.  Owing  to 
the  friction  existing  betwen  the  Presbytery  and  the  Mission  because  cf  the  inaugu- 
ration of  a new  policy  in  this  District  Feb.  1st.  1896,  the  missionary  in  charge  had 
not  visited  any  of  the  congregations  for  a period  cf  14  months  previous  to  May  1st. 
Since  the  change,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campeli  have  continued  to  reside  in  Zifficuaro  and 
have  materially  assisted  in  carrying  on  the  work. 

In  many  respects  the  situation  has  been  very  discouraging.  For,  in  addition  to 
the  lack  of  workers  and  to  our  unfamiliarity  with  the  language,  customs  and  charac- 
teristics of  the  people  (having  been  in  the  country  but  8 % months  before  being 
placed  in  charge),  there  has  been  an  unceasing  opposition  to  our  work  directly  and 
indirectly,  which  is  one  of  the  unfortunate  results  of  the  «change  of  policy»  above 
referred  to.  On  the  other  hand,  the  interest  manifested  by  the  members  of  cur  ranch 
congregations,  as  evidenced  in  the  largely  increased  attendance,  is  very  encouraging. 

During  the  last  seven  months  every  congregation  has  been  visited  at  least  once; 
and  some  as  often  as  twice  a month.  No  worker  has  been  employed  by  the  Mission. 
All  the  work  is  carried  on  by  the  missionary  assisted  by  volunteers.  The  most 
efficient  of  the  latter  is  Rudolfo  Reyna,  elder  of  the  ZitScuaro  church,  who,  with  the 
deacon  Juan  Vergara,  has  carried  on  the  services  of  the  church  practically  unaided. 
In  addition  he  visits  San  Francisco  biweekly  and  has  accompanied  me  twice  to 
Jungapeo  and  once  each  to  Silva  and  Santa  Marfa. 

The  work  in  the  District  is  concentrated,  no  congregation  being  more  than  3 
days’  journey  from  Zifficuaro.  Yet  in  spite  of  this  fact,  it  is  physically  impossible 
for  the  missionary  to  visit  all  of  the  places  oftener  than  once  in  two  months,  on 
account  of  the  mountainous  character  of  the  country. 

The  Zifficuaro  church  is  truly  self-supporting  both  religiously  and  financially. 
Five  of  the  eight  additions  in  this  District  are  credited  to  this  church.  In  addition 
to  paying  all  of  its  own  bills,  it  has  contributed  $18.00  to  the  Mexican  Board  of  Heme 
Missions.  There  are  3 services  per  week  apart  from  the  Christian  Endeavor 
Society. 

Los  Tepeguajes  is  also  self-supporting.  My  visit  in  November  was  the  first  that 
had  been  made  in  nearly  2 years  by  either  missionary  or  native  minister.  During 
this  time  services  have  been  conducted  nearly  every  week  by  the  different  church 
members  and  recently  they  had  undertaken  the  support  of  a day  school.  They  were 
enthusiastic  and  it  was  a real  pleasure  to  be  among  them. 

Some  of  the  congregations  have  fallen  off  both  in  attendance  and  interest,  some 
have  increased  in  these  particulars  while  others  remain  about  the  same.  In  general 
there  appears  to  have  been  a slight  gain. 
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One  new  point  has  been  visited  and  work  opened  with  an  attendance  of  about 
12,  some  of  whom  are  seeking  admission  to  the  church. 

During  the  seven  months,  I have  been  away  from  home  69  days,  have  traveled 
1.455  miles  on  horseback,  attended  167  services  and  preached  78  sermons. 

’ Mrs.  Vanderbilt,  apart  frcm  her  house-hold  duties,  has  visited  in  the  families  of 
the  Ziticuaro  church,  played  the  organ  for  the  services,  and  drilled  the  people  for 
the  Christmas  exercises. 


Missionaries:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  C.  D.  Campbell. 

In  this  part  of  the  field  there  are  six  congregations.  Five  of  these  were  built  up 
by  wciktrs  who  have  been  or  are  connected  with  our  church  and  the  other  by  an 
independent  worker. 

Four  of  these  now  claim  to  be  independent  because  the  Mission  does  not  give 
them  a paid  Minister  but  they  receive  the  missionary  cordially  and  accept  the 
suggestions  and  help  which  he  can  give  so  that  they  are  really  a part  of  cur  work. 
Mr.  Campbell  has  visited  them  twice  during  the  year  and  Mr.  Gutierrez  the  Evange- 
list three  or  four  times. 

San  Aicolds.  This  congregation  is  at  present  rather  badly  broken  up  by  dissen- 
sions and  the  grievous  sin  cf  three  members.  There  have  been  no  additions  but 
services  have  been  regularly  held  and  some  visits  made  to  ether  points. 

La  Huerta  de  Be/en,  (The  garden  of  Bethlehem),  is  the  newest  of  these  congre- 
gations. 

It  is  composed  entirely  of  Indians  of  the  Aztec  race.  The  gospel  first  entered 
there  by  means  of  some  leaves  of  the  New  Testament  which  one  cf  them  found  some 
nineteen  years  ago.  Two  years  ago  the  gospel  was  first  preached  there  openly  and 
now  they  count  forty  adherents  of  whom  but  two  are  baptized.  The  leader  was 
deserted  by  his  wife  and  daughters  as  soon  as  he  become  a Christian. 

In  one  of  the  Romish  chapels  near  is  an  image  of  San  Antonio  supposed  to  be 
able  to  bring  back  strayed  and  stolen  cattle  and  horses  and  men.  It  is  tied  hand  and 
foot  with  a lasso  by  the  person  interested  and  this  woman  has  had  it  tied  this  year  in 
order  that  her  husband  may  be  brought  back  to  the  true  (?)  church  and  to  her.  The 
children  and  young  people  of  this  congregation  have  made  great  progress.  They 
now  sing  a large  number  of  hymns  frcm  memory  and  a year  ago  they  did  not  know 
one.  The  brethren  are  carrying  cn  an  active  campaign  in  the  neighboring  village  of 
TIapehuala. 

Ajuchitlan  is  a town  of  some  1,500  inhabitants.  The  congregation  is  small 
but  three  services  a week  have  been  directed  by  the  faithful  elder.  Four  new 
adherents  are  reported  two  of  whom  expect  to  be  baptized  scon.  A young  man 
came  recently  from  the  neighboring  village  of  Politla  and  spent  two  days  with  Elder 
Montiel  learning  about  the  «way».  He  reported  two  ethers  in  his  village  who  are 
accepting  the  gospel. 

San  Jose  has  had  no  increase  in  numbers  but  there  has  been  steady  growth  in 
grace  and  in  the  study  cf  the  word.  During  our  last  visit  an  old  woman  who  be 
moaned  her  failing  sight  repeated  whole  chapters  from  the  Bible. 

Llano  de  la  Huerta.  Here  there  has  been  loss.  One  faithful  sister  died  and  the 
whole  congregation  has  been  injured  by  the  drunkenness  of  the  principal  man. 


Los  Placeres  del  Oro.  This  congregation  has  had  a prosperous  year.  Eight 
members  have  been  received  one  of  whom  was  teacher  of  the  public  school  and 
another  is  mother  of  seventeen  children  whom  she  is  trying  to  train  up  in  the  Lord. 
The  services  are  cared  for  by  elder  Leon  Torres  a most  faithful  man.  Here  three 
years  ago  they  plotted  to  kill  the  native  evangelist  and  this  year  they  invited  him  to 
deliver  the  oration  on  Independence  day.  In  March  a most  succesful  Bible  Conven- 
tion was  held.  About  thirty  attended  from  other  congregations  and  all  were  greatly 
profited.  The  brethren  are  enthusiastically  preparing  to  hold  another  in  Ajuchitlan 
early  in  January. 

From  here  to  the  coast,  about  six  days  journey  tire  gospel  has  been  preached  in 
all  the  villages  along  the  road.  Bibles  here  been  sold  and  tracts  distributed  and  in 
nearly  every  village  there  are  some  who  are  accepting  the  gospel.  In  the  port  of 
Sihuatanejo  a man  would  not  let  us  hold  religious  service  in  his  house  but  said  we 
might  show  the  views  of  the  life  of  Christ.  This  we  did  and  sold  five  Bibles  as  a 
result. 

Personal  Report. 

During  this  year  Mrs.  Campbell  has  made  no  long  itinerating  trips  but  has  visited 
various  congregations  in  the  district  of  Zit&cuaro.  She  has  some  times  taken  the 
organ  and  with  only  the  Mexican  servant  has  gone  out  two  or  three  days  journey, 
she  has  had  her  class  of  boys  in  Sunday  School,  a Womans  Society  and  taken  a 
leading  part  in  the  direction  of  the  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E. 

Mr.  Campbell  in  company  of  Mr.  Johnson  started  on  March  12th.  on  a trip  of 
over  three  months  down  along  the  Pacific  coast.  They  travelled  about  1,350  miles 
and  held  130  services  in  99  days,  many  of  them  with  the  Magic  Lantern. 

During  July  and  Aug.  and  Sept.,  he  was  in  Zitlcuaro  studying  and  introducing 
Mr.  Vanderbilt  to  the  congregations  and  work  of  the  District.  Leaving  Zitlcuaro 
Nov.  1st.  he  spent  the  month  visiting  the  congregations  of  the  southern  part  of  the 
District. 

He  has  travelled  during  the  year  about  1,900  miles  on  horseback  and  about  700 
by  rail.  He  has  been  from  home  about  170  days  and  has  attended  more  than  290 
services  and  directed  more  than  170  of  them. 

While  Mr.  Campbell  was  absent  in  April  last  his  wife  and  mother  were  seriously 
ill  of  fever.  They  were  faithfully  attended  by  the  Mexican  doctor  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  all  in  good  health  give  thanks  to  God  for  his  manifold  mercies  and  blessings. 


Mexico  City. 


Office:  2d.  San  Juan  de  Letran  St.  No.  5%  or  607. 

Post  office  address:  Box  305,  Mexico  City. 

Residence:  Bible  School , Avenue  Malintzin,  No.  1,  Coyoacan,  D.  F.,  a suburb 
six  miles  from  the  City  on  Tlalpam  tram  line. 

Missionaries:  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Hubert  W.  Brown. 

H'ork:  Field,  Mexico  City  and  State;  Director  of  Mission  Press  and  Instructor  in 
Bible  School. 

Mexico  City:  Population  about  350,000.  Western  and  Central  part  of  the  City, 
from  Plaza  down  Plateros  street,  past  the  Alameda,  along  the  Paseo  and  in  certain 
«colonies»  where  the  wealthy  live  is  largely  modernized  and  finely  built.  Our  mission 
halls  and  schools  are  mainly  in  the  Eastern  and  Northern  wards  of  the  city,  made  up 
largely  of  low,  damp  tenement  houses  where  the  poor  live.  To  the  poor  the  gospel 
as  preached. 


Mexican  Workers:  Rev.  Arcadio  Morales,  pastor  of  Divino  Salvador  church, 
Mr.  Emilio  Torres  in  charge  of  Bethel  chapel  and  co-editor  of  El  Faro,  Rev.  PIu- 
tarco  Arellano,  Business  Manager  of  the  Press,  a large  corps  of  elders  and  other 
unpaid  workers  who  conduct  regular  services,  and  six  teachers,  one  of  whom  is  a 
former  pupil  of  the  Seminary,  and  three  of  the  ladies  are  graduates  of  the  Mission 
Normal  School.  One  of  the  teachers  received  but  $5.00  a month  in  silver  from  the 
Mission  and  $6.00  from  the  church  as  sexton.  The  pastors  make  weekly  visits  to 
the  day  schools  and  give  religious  instruction.  Some  of  the  scholars,  who  are 
mainly  Romanists,  said  that  they  sang  the  gospel  hymns  in  their  homes  and  read  the 
Bible.  One  family  at  least  has  been  led  to  join  the  church.  There  are  also  a number 
of  Sabbath  schools  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  Work  has  been  begunin  the  sub- 
urb Tacubaya.  When  the  Board’s  cut  made  it  necessary  for  the  Mission  to  discon- 
tinue the  rent  of  two  preaching  halls,  the  native  church  met  the  new  demand  by 
securing  a cheaper  hall  in  one  ward,  paying  all  the  rent  in  another  and  nearly  half  of 
a third.  In  spite  of  reduced  resources  from  loss  of  members  through  death  or 
removal,  and  the  financial  difficulties  of  others,  partly  due  to  Sabbath  observance  and 
petty  persecution,  they  have  done  nobly,  raising  in  all  over  eleven  hundred  dollars. 
In  1898  it  will,  however,  be  necessary  to  close  one  hall  and  three  of  the  day  schools 
for  lack  of  funds.  We  hope  this  reduction  will  be  only  temporary.  Mr.  Morales  has 
continued  his  labors  as  evangelist,  visiting  Saltillo,  at  the  time  of  the  C.  E.  con- 
vention, Laredo,  Texas,  and  Guadalajara.  Over  60,000  tracts  have  been  distributed  in 
the  city. 


Tipografia  EL  FARO.  Paseo  Nuevo,  St.  No.  3. 

Editors-.  Rev.  Hubert  W.  Brown  and  Sr.  Emilio  Torres. 

Business  Manager:  Rev.  Plutarco  Arellano. 

Publications:  El  Faro.  An  illustrated  paper  issued  twice  a month.  1,500  copies. 
Our  desire  is  to  make  it  a Weekly  as  soon  as  funds  will  warrant.  Begins  fourteenth 
year  in  1898. 

Hojas  Dominicales.  Monthly  Sunday  School  Lesson  Helps.  Edition,  4,300. 

Tarjetas  Ilustradas,  Illustrated  S.  S.  Cards.  Edition  1,700. 

The  Supplement  of  sermons  and  Lite  of  Christ  was  continued  till  end  of  June 
when  an  edition  of  1,000  copies  printed  on  better  paper  was  bound  and  offered  for 
sale  in  pamphlet  form.  We  also  printed  in  book  form  Rev.  H.  B.  Pratt’s  translation 
into  Spanish  ofTorrey’s  «How  to  Bring  Men  to  Christ.»  And  «The  Presbyterian 
Sytem»  by  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Roberts,  Mr.  Arellano  translator.  A number  of  tracts  have 
been  printed  and  put  into  circulation.  Pages  printed  in  1897  were  2.294.447. 

We  desire  to  express  our  appreciation  of  the  help  given  in  securing  engravings 
by  the  American  Tract  Society  and  our  Boards  of  Missions  and  Publication.  As  our 
need  is  constant  we  hope  the  generous  donations  will  be  continued.  We  will  pay 
expenses  of  transportation  when  desired. 

Book  department.  We  have  sold  a good  many  useful  books  during  the  year;  aside 
from  our  own  publications,  those  of  the  A.  T.  S.,  our  Board  of  Publication  and  from 
the  Mission  in  Chile  have  found  a ready  sale. 

Mr.  Arellano  as  business  manager  has  carried  on  the  work  with  economy  and 
good  judgment.  We  feel  that  if  suitable  quarters  are  secured  for  the  Press  this 
branch  of  the  work  can  be  made  still  more  efficient  and  become  in  time  more  largely 
self-supporting.  Its  importance  can  hardly  be  overrated. 
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Girls  Normal,  Mexico  City. 


s / Mrs.  H.  W.  Brown.  / Miss  Clara  B.  Browning. 

9' ' \ Miss  Maggie  Fleming.  J ' \ Miss  Mary  McDermid. 

School  Property,  3d  Providercia  St.  No.  1,004. 

The  school  opened  February  24  and  closed  November  30,  1897,  There  were  30 
boarders  enrolled  durirg  the  year,  with  an  average  attendance  of  27.  The  day 
pupils  included  nine  in  the  higher  classes  and  about  ten  in  the  Primary  department. 
The  class  work  was  in  charge  of  native  teachers.  All  did  good  work,  but  Miss  Tru- 
jillo, who  was  the  principal  instructor  of  the  graduating  class,  deserves  special  men- 
tion. Nine  girls  were  graduated  Nov.  30;  all  are  members  of  the  church;  from  July 
1st.  eight  of  these  ergaged  in  active  Christian  work,  helping  Mr.  Morales  in  the 
Sunday  afternoon  sabbath  schools  and  C.  E.  societies  of  the  city,  The  C.  E.  society 
of  the  school  has  grown  in  interest;  all  the  graduntes  are  members  of  it.  The  «Helping 
Hand»  society,  by  the  sale  of  drawn  work  made  by  the  members,  raised  about  $63, 
of  which  sum  $12  was  given  toward  the  salary  of  Mr.  Morales  whose  church  the 
scholars  attended,  $12  more  to  the  Mexican  Heme  Mission  Board,  and  $17  t<  ward  a 
fund  for  a school  library  which  is  very  much  needed.  The  pupils  also  earned  i y work 
dene  in  addition  to  that  required  in  the  sewing  class  of  the  school,  about  $22  which 
they  used  for  necessary  personal  expenses,  thus  diminishing  the  outlay  required  from 
the  school  cr  their  parents.  An  Alumnae  society  has  been  organized.  The  first  meeting 
held  Nov.  29  awakened  great  interest  and  shewed  by  the  reports  read,  the  good 
work  done  by  graduates,  especially  as  teachers  in  mission  schools. 

In  October,  Miss  Browning,  the  new  principal,  reached  the  city  and  a fiw  weeks 
later  Miss  McDermid,  her  associate.  Since  December  Miss  Brewning  has  assumed 
entire  control  cf  the  schcol.  Miss  Fleming’s  services  during  the  year  were  of  the 
greatest  value  to  the  school.  We  desire  her  equal  success  in  her  new  field  of  work. 


State  of  Mexico. 


Missionary,  Rev.  Hubert  W.  Brown.  Mexican  workers,  Rev.  Pdnfilo  Prieto,  To- 
luca; Mr.  Hilaridn  Pichardo,  Capulhuac;  Miss  Felix  Hernandez,  teacher,  Almoloya; 
Mr.  Juan  Vergara,  Ozumba. 

Ozumba  district.  Ozumba  is  on  the  line  cf  the  Interoceanic  railway,  abour  fifty 
miles  from  the  capital,  at  the  foot  of  Popocatepetl.  Chimal,  Tepecoculco , Tecoma- 
muxco  and  Ecatcingo  are  Indian  villages  where  services  are  held  from  time  to  time. 
There  is  also  an  independent  congregation  in  Ozumba,  In  Tepecoculco,  Mr.  Jorge 
Toledano,  foimerly  in  charge  of  the  mission  school,  although  now  at  the  head  of  the 
village  public  school,  still  continues  to  hold  services  in  our  chapel  and  free  of 
charge. 

Mr.  Vergara  has  a day  school  in  Ozumba  in  addition  to  his  work  as  preacher. 
The  congregation  contributes  toward  his  salary. 
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Toluca  district.  Toluca  is  the 'capital  of  state  of  Mexico  and  is  surrounded  by  a 
fertile,  populous  valley  in  which  are  numerous  Indian  villages  of  considerable  size.  It 
is  a stronghold  of  Roman  Catholicism.  Several  Mexican  preachers  who  have  turned 
to  secular  callings  reside  there.  In  spite  of  all  drawbacks  our  mission  has  been  as 
successful  as  any  other.  The  first  converts  were  given  the  impression  that  a free 
gospel  meant  freedom  frcm  all  contributions.  This  influence  still  exists  and  makes 
it  hard  to  secure  support  for  the  native  workers.  About  seventy  dollars  was  raised 
in  Toluca  this  year.  The  mission  school  in  Almoloya  has  prospered  during  the  year. 
The  salary  of  the  teacher  is  but  $10  a month  in  silver,  of  which  the  church  pays  a 
tenth. 

The  mission  owns  property  in  Toluca,  Ozumba  and  Tepecoculco. 

The  Magic  Lantern  donated  to  the  mission  by  Mr.  Wm.  Henry  Grant  has  drawn 
crowded  houses  to  hear  the  story  cf  the  life  of  Christ,  many  entering  for  the  first  time 
a protestant  house  of  worship. 



Mexican  Home  Mission  Board. 


Organized  by  the  i . ssbytery  of  the  City  of  Mexico  in  1890. 


Supports  two  Mexican  borne  missionaries. 

All  expenses  met  by  the  voluntary  contributions  cf  the  native  churches. 

Funds  are  raised  by  stated  collections  and  annual  offering  feasts.  These  latter  are 
prepared  for  months  beforehand  and  the  amounts  given  often  represent  great  per- 
sonal sacrifice  and  self-denial. 

Work  in  numerous  ranches  and  villages  cn  the  confines  between  the  states  of 
Mexico  and  Guerrero.  Favorable  reports  are  received. 

Presbyteries  of  Mexico  City  and  the  Gulf  endorse  the  work. 

Officers:  Revs.  A.  Morales,  president;  P.  Arellano,  secretary;  H.  W.  Brown, 

treasurer. 

Total  receipts  cf  1897,  including  balance  cf  previous  year  $1,168.67.  Expenses 
$821.70.  Balance  on  hand  Januaiy  1,  1S9S  $346.97. 




Federal  District. 


Missionaries. — Rev.  and  MrstChailes  C.  Millar.  One  child. 

Pest  Office  Address:  Box  305,  Mexico  City,  F.  D. 

Residence:  Avenida  Malintzin,  Coyoacan,  F.  D. 

Mr.  Millar  has  charge  of  the  woik  in  the  State  cf  Yucatan  and  Federal  District, 
and  is  Director  of  the  Bible  Training  School  in  Coyoacan. 

IBible  Training  School. 

This  school,  which  had  been  closed  temporarily  since  Dec.  1893,  was  reopened 
July  16,  1897.  Its  object  is  to  train  ycurg  men  for  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  our 
own  church  in  Mexico.  The  Bible,  Catechism  and  theological  studies,  together  with 
secular  branches  such  as  every  minister  should  pursue  are  taught.  The  schccl  is 
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located  five  miles  from  Mexico  City,  in  Coyoacan  where  Messrs  Brown  and  Millar 
reside.  Four  students  are  in  attendance,  coming  from  Yucatan,  Tabasco,  Vera  Cruz 
and  State  of  Mexico.  They  bear  a part  of  their  expenses.  The  five  months’  work 
has  been  pleasant  and  profitable.  Other  young  men  are  seeking  admission  with  the 
new^year. 

Churches. 

Tizapan. — A factory  town  seven  miles  from  Mexico  City.  Church  building  owned 
by  congregation:  26  members:  four  added  this  year  on  profession  of  faith.  Services 
every  week  conducted  by  Mr.  Lango,  unpaid  worker,  an  elder  in  Mexico  City  church. 

Tlalpam. — Manufacturing  town  12  miles  from  Mexico  City.  Small  congregation: 
Pastor  Rev.  Nevarez:  services  every  Sunday  and  Wed.  Rev.  Nevarez  preaches  also 
in  the  country  towns  of  San  Andris  on  the  side  of  the  volcano  Ajusco,  and  San  Lo- 
renzo five  miles  distant  in  the  valley.  The  elders  of  San  Lorenzo  hold  services  every 
week  on  days  that  their  pastor  is  engaged  elsewhere.  Churches  have  paid  their  quota 
on  minister’s  salary. 

Tacubaya. — The  Episcopalians  opened  work  in  this  suburb  and  carried  it  on  for 
many  years.  This  year, 'however,  at  the  request  of  their  missionary  as  well  as  the 
congregation,  our  church  took  the  little  body  of  believers  under  our  care.  Elders 
from  the  church  in  Mexico  City  hold  services  and  conduct  Sunday  School  every 
week. 

_ v • -tty.,  xc 

State  of  Yucatan, 


Under  supervision  of  Rev.  Charles  C.  Millar. 

Merida.— Principal  city  of  the  State,  church  membership  83.  Good  interest: 
large  S.  S.  Thousands  of  tracts'distributed  and  many  Bibles  sold:  good  pastoral  work 
done  by  Rev.  Alfonso  Herrera:  active  Woman’s  Society;  young  Mens  Society  for 
Bible  study:  Juvenile  Y.  P.  S.  C.  E.  A new  church  building  is  needed  tojaccommodate 
the  growing  congregation.  A collection  for  this  object  is  taken  every  month,  and 
already  several  hundred  dollars  are  raised.  The  collection  for  Mexican  home 
missions  better  this  year  than  ever  before.  $20  a month  paid  by  congregation  on 
pastor’s  salary. 

Maxcanu. — Forty  miles  southwest  of  Merida  on  RR.\  visited  twice  a month  by 
Rev.  Herrera:  The  members  who  live  here  hold  membership  in  the  Merida  church. 

The  work  in  Yucatan  has  been  cheering  during  the  year.  Pastor  and  people 
worked  earnestly.  They  sent  one  student  to  the  Bible  Training  school  in  Coyoacan. 

— — — — 

Tabasco, 


Rev.  Isaac  Boyce  in  charge  since  Apr.  1st.,  1897. 

Residence  in  Jalapa,  V.  C.  Has  visited  work  twice  since  April,  spending  ten 
weeks  on  the  two  trips. 

San  Juan  Bautista. — Rev.  Lisandro  M.  Camara  in  charge  of  our  congregation. 
Congregation  numbers  37.  Two  members  received  during  the  year.  Collections 
during:  year  amounted  to  $150.69,  an  increase  of  over  45%  for  the  year  over  last  year. 
El  Paraiso.  Rev.  M.  Z.  Garza  in  charge  of  the  work,  membership  127.  Members 
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received  during  year  n.  Collections  $216.92.  Attendance  good.  The  town  is 
protestant  rather  than  catholic.  The  strength  of  our  work  is  in  the  surrounding  plan- 
tations. Out-look  encouraging. 

Comalca/co.  Congregation  without  pastor,  Membership  no.  Children  baptized 
during  year  5.  Members  received  2.  Collections  during  year  for  all  purposes  $58.50. 
Congregation  able  to  pay  our  third  pastor’s  salary.  Rev.  Salomon  Diaz  has  been 
called  as  pastor.  Will  probably  accept.  The  outlook  encouraging  with  an  active 
worker. 

Cardenas.  New  work  in  charge  of  Rev.  E.  N.  Granados  since  July,  membership 
6.  Received  during  the  year  4.  Children  baptized  7.  Collections  during  the  year 
|2  .27.  Money  has  been  raised  for  the  purchase  of  an  organ  $113.00.  The  outlook  is 
not  encouraging.  People  indifferent  as  to  religion. 

Arroyo  Hondo.  A plantation  some  nine  miles  N.  W.  from  Cardenas;  under 
charge  of  Mr.  Granados.  There  are  18  members  of  our  church  in  the  place,  but  no 
organization.  Collections  during  the  year  $1.69.  Outside  the  received  members  but 
little,  if  any,  interest  in  the  gospel. 

Frontera.  Principal  sea  port  of  the  State  of  Tabasco.  Town  on  the  decline 
rather  than  progressing,  our  congregation  is  without  pastor  at  present.  We  have  in 
all  26  members  in  the  town.  Our  people  not  aggressive.  No  additions  during  the 

year. 

Summary  of  work  in  Tabasco. 

Church  membership,  324. 

Members  received  during  year.  19. 

Children  baptized,  25. 

Collections  for  all  purposes,  $480.07. 
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Vera  Cruz. 


Rev.  Isaac  Boyce  and  family.  Residence,  Jalapa. 

In  charge  since  April  1st.,  1897. 

Jalapa.  Rev.  Luis  Arias  in  charge.  Present  membership  50.  Received  during 
the  year  3.  Collections  for  the  year  $169  22.  Interest  increasing.  Attendance  in 
S.  S.  especially  encouraging.  Excellent  opportunity  for  work.  Large  influx  cf 
foreigners  in  connection  with  electric  light  plant  in  Jico;  and  large  coffee  develop- 
ments in  surrounding  country. 

Tlacolulan.  Under  charge  of  Mr.  Arias,  being  near  Jalapa  is  visited  each  week. 
Present  membership  39.  Received  during  the  year  3.  Collection  for  the  year  $32.88. 
Attendance  on  services  good;  interest  good.  To  the.northeast  of  the  village  there  is 
a new  territory  being  opened  up  by  some  of  our  families  moving  out  into  the 
mountain  districts. 

Misantla.  Mr.  Telesforo  A.  Vergara  in  charge.  Present  membership  41. 
Received  into  church  during  the  year  1.  Children  baptized  during  the  year  2.  Chief 
interest  in  surrounding  plantations.  Average  attendance  25.  Collections  during  the 
year  $84.74.  The  work  is  encouraging.  In  Yecoatla  some  ten  miles  to  S.  E.  a new 
work  is  offering. 

Vera  Cruz.  Under  charge  of  C.  M.  Pichardo  until  Nov,  30th.  work  in  excellent 
condition.  Present  membership  90.  Collections  during  the  year  $ 277.00.  Attendance 
good,  and  interest  growing.  People  have  good  lot  for  church  building,  and  about 
$400.00  in  cash  for  the  building.  This  is  by  all  odds  the  most  aggressive  congregation 

of  thedistrict. 
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Pantano.  Work  in  charge  of  Antonio  Alarc6n.  His  time  is  divided  between 
evangelistic  and  school  work.  The  present  membership  is  12.  Three  have  been 
added  during  the  year.  The  people  are  liberal  in  the  support  of  the  Gospel.  Collec- 
tions during- the  year  amounted  to  $88.21  in  cash,  and  the  beard  of  Mr.  Alarcon 
equal  to  $120.00;  or  a total  of  S20S.21.  The  work  in  surrounding  plantations  is 
encouraging.  Connected  with  Pantano  and  within  easy  reach  of  it  are  Tierra  Blanca 
and  Galera. 

Summary  of  Vera  Cruz  Field. 

Present  number  of  communicants,  232. 

Members  received  during  the  year,  10. 

Children  baptized  during  the  year;  5. 

Collections  during  the  year,  $786.12. 

Personal  Report.  Mr.  Boyce  has  had  the  supervision  of  the  work  in  the  states  of 
Tabasco  and  Vera  Cruz  since  Apr.  1st.  He  has  visited  the  entire  work  twice  with 
the  exception  of  Pantano,  travelling  about  250  leagues  on  horseback,  and  crossing 
the  Gulf  four  times,  besides  travel  in  river  steamers  and  canoes.  He  has  also  preach- 
ed a number  of  times  in  English  in  Vera  Cruz,  and  has  been  able  to  arrange  for  a 
regular  English  service,  conducted  in  his  absence,  by  Mr.  Vandercoot  of  the  En- 
glish consulate  in  thot  city. 

He  has  also  been  able  to  establish  an  English  service  in  Jalapa  with  quite  a good 
degree  of  interest  on  the  part  of  foreign  residents.  This  gives  promise  of  being  a 
permanent  work  and  of  being  helpful  in  our  regular  work  in  the  city.  Itinerating  has 
obliged  him  to  be  absent  from  home  more  than  one  half  the  time  since  coming  to 
this  field. 

Mrs.  Boyce  has  been  in  Jalapa  with  her  family  since  July  17th.  In  addition  to 
her  household  duties  she  has  been  obliged  to  take  entire  charge  of  the  education  of 
her  children.  She  has  also  conducted  a large  correspondence  with  home  societies 
and  friends  of  the  mission;  and  has  done  successful  work  in  the  infant  S.  S.,  having 
brought  up  the  attendance  from  an  average  of  six  to  twenty-two.  Facilities  for  tra- 
velling are  poor;  but  very  soon  she  will  be  able  to  visit  in  Jico  where  there  is  an 
excellent  opportunity  for  work. 

Isaac  Boyce. 




Guerrero  Field. 


Missionaries. — Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  Johnson. 

Residence  at  Chilpancingo,  State  capital,  90  miles  south  of  Iguala,  the  present 
terminus  of  the  «Mexico,  Cuernavaca  and  Pacific  R.  R.» 

Native  Workers  (paid  in  part  by  the  Mission)  Rev.  P.  R.  Zavaleta,  Felix  C. 
Gomez  and  three  licentiates.  Two  school-teachers. 


Guerrero  borders  on  the  Pacific.  Its  chief  port  is  Acapulco.  Area  22,863  square 
t'eocr  -ar>h  m^es<  Population  439,000  The  inhabitants  distinguish  three  belts  of 
S}  P y country.  The  Tierra  caliente;  low  valleys  and  plains  intersected  by 
many  rivers.  The  Sierra  Madre  ranging  in  height  from  3000  to  12000  feet,  covered 
by  forests  of  pine,  oak  and  cedar.  The,  Costa,  a^plain  varying  in  width  from  5 to  40 
miles,  crossed  by  many  rivers  and  with  a shore  line  of  high  cliff's  and  sandy  beaches. 
The  chief  industries  .of  the  state  are  corn-planting,  cattle  raising,  sugar  making, 
mining  of  gold,  silver  and  mercury,  timber.cutting,  tobacco  and  cotton  growing,  salt- 


digging,  manufactures  of  cotton  cloth  and  export  of  hard  woods,  hides  and  tropical 
•.vood.  The  population  are  predominantly  of  Indian  blood  with  a goodly  sprinkling 
of  Spanish,  Negro,  and  other  foreign  races  on  the  coast. 

Our  church  is  the  only  one  at  work  in  the  State.  Occupied  first  in  1875  amid 
great  persecution  culminating  in  the  massacre  of  Acapulco.  Created  a station  in  1894. 
...  . , We  now  have  twelve  organized  churches:  as  follows.  Sr.  Za- 

“ 11  n L°or  ‘ valeta  residing  in  Chilpancingo  has  charge  of  the  church  in  that 
place  with  its  Sunday-school,  Day-school,  and  Endeavour  Societies  Junior  and 
Senior.  He  also  has  the  oversight  of  Tixtla  where  the  work  this  year  has  suffered 
from  bitter  persecution.  The  church  of  Zumpango  under  the  lead  of  elder  Lauro 
Adame  cannot  make  progress  until  the  quarreling  between  the  elders’  families  comes 
to  an  end.  In  Xochipala,  an  Indian  village,  the  elders  under  the  lead  of  Maxirnino 
Anaya  the  cacique  of  the  village,  have  taken  complete  charge  of  the  work  and  the 
year  has  proved  a prosperous  one.  High  up  among  the  pines  of  the  sierra  is  La 
Reforma  a strong  church  in  a district  peopled  mostly  by  Protestants.  Apolonio  C. 
Vazquez  is  the  licentiate  in  charge.  Speaking  both  Aztec  and  Spanish  he  has  shown 
a most  commendable  activity  in  the  work.  Nicolas  R.  Guevara  has  charge  of  the 
churches  in  Ahuacatitl&n,  Yotoapa,  Zapuapa,  and  Hauchi.  He  has  done  much  in 
the  way  of  educating  workers  and  his  itineration  has  led  him  into  many  towns  where 
the  gospel  is  a new  thing.  He  uses  a «gospel  picture  peep-show»  to  attract  attention. 
Felix  C.  Gomez  has  charge  of  La  Mohonera  and  Coacoyula,  both  in  the  tierra  ca- 
liente.  Failure  of  crops  and  general  bad  times  are  the  news  from  this  section.  The 
church  building  however  is  now  almost  completed. 

In  addition  to  these  centres  of  work  we  have  24  other  congregations  as  yet  un- 
organized in  which  groups  of  persons  in  number  from  5 to  50  meet  with  more  or 
less  frequency  to  pray  and  study  the  Bible. 

Opening  up  the  coast  country  north  of  Acapulco  and  gospel  services  held 
y jt  , in  the  latter  place  by  missionaries:  for  the  first  time  since  1875. — 
* 1 Semi-organization  of  5 new  congregations  and  formation  of  6 new 

groups  for  Bible  Study.  Holding  of  the  first  Bible  convention  in  «La  Reforma» 
with  an  average  attendance  of  80.  Advance  in  self-support.  The  native  churches 
give  to  each  in  actual  cash  (not  including  gifts  of  corn,  food,  clothing  etc.)  $7.00  in 
gold  per  month. — Communication  by  means  of  tracts  opened  with  14  new  places. 

Eight  of  the  organized  churches  own  their  own  property.  About  81 1 persons 
out  of  439000  are  now  under  direct  Protestant  influence.  About  100  out  of  the  1329 
Summary  c*t'es>  towns  and  villages  in  the  state  have  as  yet  been  reached.  «The 
harvest  truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few.  Pray  ye  therefore 
the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  send  forth  labourers  into  his  harvest.)) 


Zacatecas  Field. 


Missionaries  on  Field:  Revs.  T.  F.  Wallace,  D.  D.:  y W.  H.  Semple. 

Not  on  Field:  Mrs.  T.  F.  Wallace. 

Native  Ministers:  Jos6  Martinez,  at  Fresnillo;  Gregorio  Garcia,  at  Zacatecas,  Ve- 
lino  Minjares,  at  Villa  Lerdo. 

Licentiates;  Ldzaro  Burnes,  Gumercindo  Balderas,  Luis  Diaz  Flores. 

The  forementiond  force  is  all  we  have  to  look  after  18  congregations,  10  preaching 
points  and  4 or  5 other  places  visited  only  occasionally,  where  we  have  members,  for 
our  work  is  in  States  of  Zacatecas,  Durango  and  Coahuila.  In  the  first  mentioned, 
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the  Baptist  is  the  only  denomination  that  has  work,  they  are  in  no  place  where  we 
have  work  except  in  city  of  Zacatecas:  There  are  a number  of  important  towns  in 
the  State  where  neither  church  has  work,  and  where  there  is  an  open  door  and  most 
inviting  fields. 

The  distance  from  the  extreme  point  south  in  Zacatecas,  to  the  extreme  point 
north  in  Coahuila  where  we  have  work  is  about  400  miles.  More  than  half  the  congre- 
gations can  be  reached  by  railroad.  The  others  are  greatly  scattered  and  a great 
deal  of  time  and  many  miles  of  travel  by  private  conveyance  are  required  to  reach 
them. 

The  members  in  Zacatecas  churches  are,  with  exception  of  ten  or  more  families, 
of  the  middle  class,  all  of  them  very  poor,  day  laborers,  miners,  servants,  water  carriers 
etc.;  and  owing  to  a severe  drought  during  the  last  5 or  6 years  over  a great  part  of 
State,  many  have  been  unable  tp  secure  work  except  for  a portion  of  the  time  and  at 
the  lowest  wages.  During  one  year  29  adult  members  were  compelled  on  this 
account  to  leave  Zacatecas  church;  12  left  Villa  de  Cos  and  10  left  Fresnillo,  and  other 
places  lost  heavily  in  membership.  Those  who  have  been  compelled  to  leave  State  of 
Zacatecas  have  gone  in  about  equal  numbers  to  churches  on  Laguna  field  and  to 
those  of  Saltillo  field. 

The  new  plan  of  self-support  presented  to  Presbytery  was  most  enthusiastically 
adopted,  and  all  our  workers  as  well  as  elders  and  many  private  members  have  re- 
cognized as  never  before  their  duty  and  privilege  to  aid  in  supporting  and  extending 
the  gospel  among  their  contrymen. 

Christian  Endeavor  Societies.  Six  have  been  organized  on  field  during  the  year 
and  they  are  developing  a new  and  most  important  corps  of  zealous,  useful  workers 
in  our  field  which  hitherto  had  not  been  utilized.  The  first  General  Convention  of  this 
society  held  in  the  country  met  at  Zacatecas  in  June  1896  and  was  honored  and 
wonderfully  helped  by  the  presence  of  President  Clark  and  wife. 

Day  School.  There  are  four.  In  two  of  them  at  least  one  half  or  more  of  the  child- 
ren were  from  Roman  Catholic  families.  Two  paid  more  than  half  the  salaries  of 
their  teachers  and  two  a little  less.  In  the  Laguna  district  where  these  schools  are, 
two  or  three  teachers  for  important  places  are  asked  for  and  those  asking  are  in  great 
part  Roman  Catholics.  There  is  a very  good  prospect  that  these  schools  would  be 
self-supporting  or  nearly  so  from  the  first. 
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